
 

 

Annotated Bibliographies: 
● Let others know what the key sources are 
● Help you to see how different sources fit together 
● Remind you to give credit where credit is due 

● Help you to verify facts 
● Demonstrates your research progress 

 
     Each annotation should: 

● Be 150-200 words 
● Assess the sources strengths and weaknesses 
● Give an outline of the main arguments 
● Provide background about the author 

● Describe how the source is relevant 
 

How to Create an Annotated Bibliography 
 

WHAT IS AN ANNOTATED BIBLIOGRAPHY? An annotated bibliography is a list of 
citations to books, articles, and documents. Each citation is followed by a brief 
(usually about 150 words) descriptive and evaluative paragraph, called “the 
annotation.” The purpose of the annotation is to inform the reader of the relevance, 
accuracy, and quality of the sources cited. Annotations are descriptive and critical; 
they expose the author's point of view, clarity and appropriateness of expression, and 
authority. 

 
WHAT IS THE PURPOSE OF AN ANNOTATED BIBLIOGRAPHY? In addition to 
bibliographic data, an annotated bibliography provides a concise summary of each 
source and some assessment of its value or relevance. Depending on the 
assignment, the annotated bibliography may serve a number of purposes. 
Including but not limited to: 

● a review of the literature on a particular subject 

● illustrate the quality of research that you have done 
● provide examples of the types of sources available 
● describe other items on a topic that may be of interest to the reader 

● explore the subject for further research 



 

THE PROCESS: 
Creating an annotated bibliography calls for the application of a variety of intellectual 
skills: concise writing, succinct analysis, and informed library research. 

 
● First, locate and record citations to books, periodicals, and documents that 

may contain useful information and ideas relating to your topic. Briefly 
examine and review the actual items. 

● Then choose those works that provide a variety of perspectives on your 
topic. Cite the book, article, or document using the Style Guide 
requested by your teacher. 

● Write a concise annotation that summarizes the central idea and scope of the 
text.  

○ Include one or more sentences that (a) evaluate the authority or 
background of the author, (b) comment on the subject matter and 
summarize the main argument of the source, (d) explain how this work 
illuminates your topic (i.e. briefly identify how you intend to use the 
source and why).  

 
THE FORMAT: Your list of sources must be arranged alphabetically, based on the 
authors’ last names or on the first word in the citation entry. You must create all 
bibliographical entries following the Style Guide format requested by your 
teacher (MLA, APA or Chicago). Remember to indent the second (or any 
subsequent line) in each citation as shown below. See the student exemplar 
provided in class. 

 
Source for Annotated Bibliography Info: 
http://www.library.cornell.edu/olinuris/ref/research/skill28.htm 
 
Some language for talking about texts and arguments: It is sometimes 
challenging to find the vocabulary in which to summarize and discuss a text. Here is 
a list of some verbs for referring to texts and ideas that you might find useful. 

 
account for  clarify  describe  exemplify  indicate  question 

analyze  compare  depict  exhibit  investigate  recognize 

argue  conclude  determine  explain  judge  reflect 

assess  criticize  distinguish  frame  justify  refer to 

assert  defend  evaluate  identify  narrate  report 

assume  define  emphasize  illustrate  persuade  review 
 

http://www.library.cornell.edu/olinuris/ref/research/skill28.htm


 

 
 

claim demonstrate examine imply propose suggest 
 

The evidence indicates that . . . The article assesses the effect of . . . 

The author identifies three reasons for  . . The article questions the view that . . 

. 

Source: http://www.utoronto.ca/writing/annotatebib.html 
 

 
 

Imagism: An Annotated Bibliography 
 

Elliott, George P. “Poet of Many Voices.” Ezra Pound: A Collection of Critical  
Essays . Ed. Walter Sutton. Englewood Cliffs: Prentice-Hall, Inc., 1963.  
152-162. 

The author asserts that the noblest quality of Pound’s poetry is its musical 
arrangement and flow; however, he also emphasizes that most of Pound’s poetry is 
unintelligible, archaic or overly political in meaning. Pound often employs free verse, 
yet the unstructured lines remain rhythmical and possess a compelling sound. 
Elliott argues that Pound has been glorified beyond merit, as his technically 
masterful poetry does not have a profound impact. As Pound repeatedly speaks 
through “different identities' ' in his various translations and original poems, he 
gradually loses his own voice. Elliott concludes his essay with an attack on the 
jumbled Cantos . Elliott was an American novelist, poet and respected professor at 
various post-secondary institutions including Cornell, Berkeley, and Barnard. 
Despite his expertise as a literary critic and author, his article is based on extremely 
subjective opinions; Elliott seems to be vehemently biased against Pound. 
Therefore, his ideas are best considered in the context of other opinions. There is 
some discussion of Pound’s prosody, but overall, this source is valuable mostly for 
its different perspective and controversial argument. 

 
Hamilton, Craig H.  “Toward a Cognitive Rhetoric of Imagism.” Style(DeKalb) 38(2004): 

468. Proquest. Lisgar C.I. Lib., Ottawa, ON. 6 Jun 2007 
< http://www.proquestk12.com >. 

 
Hamilton identifies the roles of figurative devices such as metaphor, analogy, 
simile, as well as ideas such as “fictive motion” in relation to cognitive rhetoric in 
Imagism. Despite the Imagists’ seeming dislike of imprecise speech, analogies 
were commonly used. Metaphor and often personification are necessary to both 

http://www.utoronto.ca/writing/annotatebib.html
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evoke and describe, while catching the reader’s attention for hundreds of extra 
milliseconds, effectively engaging the reader’s mind. These literary tools also 
impart heavy meaning to the concrete images. Hamilton’s essay was published by 
the Northern Illinois University, lending his ideas academic backing. Hamilton’s 
article puts figurative language in Imagism in a fresh perspective, exploring the 
scientific effects as well as providing some literary analysis. This raises some 
unique points useful to exploring the language of Imagist poets. Relative to Reck’s 
essay, there is much more evidence in the form of poem fragments, one of which is 
Ezra Pound’s “In a Station of the Metro.” The evidence that Hamilton uses supports 
his claims well. 

 
      Miner, Earl. “Pound, Haiku , and the Image.” Ezra Pound: A Collection of  

Critical Essays . Ed. Walter Sutton. Englewood Cliffs: Prentice-Hall, Inc., 
1963. 115- 128. 

 
Miner evaluates how the Japanese poetry form of haiku has influenced Ezra Pound’s 
literary philosophy and his writing. Key characteristics of the haiku are its 
concentrated prose, its evocative quality and its reliance on concrete images and 
symbols, all of which fulfil the principles of Imagism. One major technique Pound 
took from the haiku is the super-imposing of ideas, which allows for greater depth 
and more complex images in short poems. Miner includes numerous long and short 
examples of this imagistic technique, which help the reader examine Pound’s 
poems from a highly specific frame of reference. The author cautiously suggests 
that rather than Japanese literature influencing Pound, haiku might simply exemplify 
notions he already had. Miner’s essay appears alongside those by Eliot and Yeats; 
furthermore, he is a college English professor and has written and edited several 
books on Japanese and American literature. Thus, he is a decidedly reliable source. 
Unlike George P. Elliott, Miner treats Pound in a positive light. His essay identifies 
important techniques used by Pound and the origins of these techniques, and it will 
be an excellent aid in analyzing Imagist poems by any author. 



 

 
 


